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         Il était une fois Francis Poulenc...     
2013  , fiftieth anniversary of Francis Poulenc’s passing :  

Francis Poulenc is a French composer, who was born in Paris on January, 7th, 1899 and died in Paris on January 30th, 1963, fifty 
years ago. His mother sat him in front of a piano when he was five, which led him to discovering Mozart, Schubert, Chopin and popular 
romances in the style of the early twentieth century. Soon after that, he discovers Stravinsky’s music, that had a considerable influence on 
him and devoted himself to composing without attending conservatory classes.
Francis Poulenc who describes himself as a « compositeur sans étiquette » (unlabeled composer) is best known for his large number of 
songs and his singular musical style. One cannot classify Francis Poulenc who remains outside conventions, and sometimes even out of 
time. Always in-between humour and sadness, sarcasm and sensuality, his musical style reflects this duality while is highly inspired by  
spirituality and music-hall.
Shared between humor and sadness, sarcasm and sensuality, his musical language breathes this duality while inspiring spirituality and 
music hall.

Francis Poulenc, love text:
Francis Poulenc paid great attention to texts, which he dissected in order to feel their inner musical movement and get their poetry 

and their sensitivity. Francis Poulenc shared his reading and understanding of the selected texts. He coloured them, explored their poetic 
essence, and expressed their contrasts with very peculiar care.
Jean Cocteau used to said about Francis Poulenc’s songs and melodies:  « Francis Poulenc’s trademark is to highlight the text. (…) One may  
wonder if there ever is another way of declaiming a poem than the way he makes it sung. »

Sylvia Cazeneuve et les Poèmes pour Mi :
Sylvia focuses especially on the text’s clarity and on its interpretation. This way, she is in an ideal position to reflect this composer’s 

work. As a matter of fact, M Senechal himself was not fooled when he told her in an affectionate way : « Sweetie, you get the wording, the  
clarity and accuracy of the text. Your diction is perfect, not to mention your style and interpretation of course (…) when one is a text-singer  
kind like you are, Poulenc’s music is more than a choice, it is just obvious »

The recital « Il était une fois Francis Poulenc »  (Once upon a time Francis Poulenc) is a recital exclusively dedicated to the composer 
Francis Poulenc. Composed of melodies, arias and excerpts from lyric tragedies, this recital is told. Each piece of work is presented and  
told with respect for Francis Poulenc’s world.
The concert lasts 1h30 and includes piano interludes and a few anecdotes.
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